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In Memoriam 


ROBERT W. LONG, JR., 1927—1976 


Our FRIEND and colleague, Robert W. Long, died in his sleep July 21 after « 
long and incapacitating illness. Dr. Long served as Secretary (1970-1973) anc 
President (1973-1974) of the Florida Academy of Sciences and was an active 
participant and strong supporter of the Florida Academy of Sciences. Because: 
we have been privileged to work and socialize with him for the past twenty o» 
so years, we feel obligated to write the following testimonial to him and his life: 
work. Although we believe Bob would have expected only a forthright assess 
ment of his contributions to his beloved botany and not a personal eulogy, we 
are compelled to say some things about his personal qualities as well as his pro» 
fessional accomplishments. 

Bob Long was a complete man both in work and play. He enjoyed good food! 
drink, books, music and company as well as mild sports. He was something of a 
romantic and was addicted to history. We recall, after the AIBS meetings at 
College Park, Maryland, spending three days with him touring Civil War battle- 
fields. No matter where he journeyed he detoured to visit the scenes of the past: 
A pleasant companion, he could also be a blunt critic and his bluntness could 
hurt. But he was never petty and he was always a defender of human rights and 
professional standards. He always supported and advocated the position that the 
rights of faculty were paramount in the life of the university, and he spent much 
of his valuable time in support of his colleagues, his students and his university. 

We, Bob’s friends, colleagues, and family, have known for several years that 
we would lose him. Since 1973, he was on a heavy dialysis schedule (12 hours 
a week) due to nearly complete loss of kidney function. However, we had thought 
we would have more warning of the end, which came after he had put in a 
normal day of teaching, research and advising students. His last professional act 
was to arrange for the next day’s botany laboratory which he was reorganizing 
along audio-tutorial lines. During his years of illness he continued to work a full 
schedule although repeatedly urged to slow down. In the past year, six books 
and at least five articles were published under his authorship without letting 
up on his teaching duties. He had his work and he was bound to do it. How he 
managed and at what a cost in misery we can only imagine. Yet he was always 
the optimist and though not a stoic took a dispassionate view of his difficulties. 
To us his courage was completely magnificent and we will never forget it. 

Robert W. Long, Jr. was born in Ashland, Kentucky on November 23, 1927, 
the only son of Naomi Long and Robert W. Long, Sr., the Chief Accountant for 
the Allied Chemical and Dye Corporation. Both parents are deceased. In 1953, 
he married Gloria Overstreet whom he met at the University of Indiana where 
she was an undergraduate music major, and he was a graduate student in botany 
working under the tutelage of Charles Heiser. Bob and Gloria have four children, 
Alice Ann, 20; Nancy Kathleen, 19; Robert W., 15; and Celia Rose, 12. When 
Bob was just a youngster, the family moved to Ironton, Ohio, where he com- 
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yleted grammar school and high school. He then entered Ohio Wesleyan Uni- 
ersity where he studied under Claude Neal, a botany teacher whom he greatly 
dmired. After his graduation in 1950, he attended the University of Indiana 
ind received the Ph.D. in 1954. The title of his dissertation is “A biosystematic 
nvestigation of Helianthus giganteus L. and related species.” Biosystematics 
ontinued to be his chief research interest and he was occupied for a number of 
ears with investigations of breeding systems in Helianthus. Later in his career 
1e worked with the Acanthaceae, in particular members of the genus Ruellia, 
is well as floristic and ecological studies of the vegetation of South Florida. Dur- 
ng his career, he authored more than 35 technical papers, about 20 non-techni- 
‘al articles, a number of book chapters and nine books. Foremost among the 
atter is the Flora of Tropical Florida published in 1971 with Olga Lakela. It will 
10 doubt stand as a monument to the authcrs for years to come. 

In his teaching career, Bob served as Instructor at Southern Methodist Uni- 

versity (1953-54); Associate Professor at Ohio Wesleyan University (1954-62); 
ind as Professor at the University of South Florida (1962-76). He played a major 
ole in the establishment of botanical sciences as a viable field in the University 
#f South Florida, and served as first Chairman of the Department of Botany and 
3acteriology. He guided and developed the proposals that lead to the establish- 
nent of the undergraduate and graduate degrees in Botanical Science and was 
1ighly instrumental in the establishment of the Ph.D. in Biology at the University 
£ South Florida. He became Curator of the Herbarium in 1963, and was ap- 
pointed its Director in 1965. During this period (1963-present) the Herbarium 
1as been recognized one of the most important in the Southeast; in 1974 it con- 
ained over 100,000 specimens. In addition, Bob was directly instrumental in the 
sstablishment of the Botanical Garden in 1968. He took an active part in the 
iiring of its first director and has served as Chairman of the Botanical Garden 
Jommittee. 
Although Bob was a tireless research scientist, and the author of numerous 
echnical papers, popular articles and books, he considered himself first and fore- 
inost a teacher, both of undergraduate and graduate students. He served botani- 
al education at the national level as a commissioner of CUEBS (Commission 
mn Undergraduate Education in the Biological Sciences) during the years 1970- 
971, as a consultant for the Office of Biological Education of AIBS, and as a 
yanelist and consultant for the National Science Foundation. At the University 
of South Florida, Bob was active in the formation of the botany and biology cur- 
icula and he guided many students, both undergraduate and graduate to the 
uccessful conclusion of their botanical academic programs. 

Throughout his teaching career, Bob maintained an active interest in aca- 
lemic affairs in the University. He was very active in the early years of the Uni- 
ersity of South Florida in the formation of a faculty constitution and senate. 
Je served on many University committees including the Undergraduate Council. 
secause of his experience in directing and administering of departmental affairs, 
.e acquired a strong reputation for consistent and wise counseling and his ad- 
‘ice was often sought. 
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Until his recent illness, Bob was an active field botanist, traveled and col- 
lected extensively in the southern and mid-western United States and in the 
Caribbean, especially Mexico and Central America. His field and laboratory 
studies were continuously supported since 1953 by grants from the National 
Science Foundation as well as other funding agencies. He is a world recognized 
authority in his area of study. 

Bob was an active and recognized member of several professional societies 
including the Botanical Society of America, American Association of University 
Professors, Association for Tropical Biology. He served as Treasurer for the 
American Society for Plant Taxonomists, Secretary and later as President of the 
Florida Academy of Sciences, and Editor of the Plant Science Bulletin of the 
Botanical Society of America. 

One of Bob’s great professional concerns was that botanical studies not be 


lost in the current trend toward the merging of biological disciplines. While he | 


had no strong objections to the concept behind such mergers, he was greatly dis- 
turbed over the frequent loss of botanical curricula as a consequence of depart- 
mental mergers. He had no personal fear for his position in a biology department, 
having faith in his own worth and that of this work, but he worried that students 
would not have the opportunity for the same exposure to botanical subjects that 
he had enjoyed. He was always the champion of Botany as a valid, nay indis- 
pensible, discipline and readers of the Plant Science Bulletin will remember the 
thought provoking articles on the subject that appeared during his editorship. 
Regardless of future trends in biological education, Robert Long’s work as a stu- 
dent and teacher of botany will endure and, though we could have wished many 
more years for him, his work was essentially complete.—Clinton C. Dawes, De- 
partment of Biology, University of South Florida. 


Epitor’s Note: The Robert W. Long, Jr., Memorial Lecture Fund has been estab- 


lished with the Biology Department, USF, by friends and colleagues. The purpose of 


the fund is to sponsor an annual Botanical Lecture. Individuals or groups who would 
like to contribute may send contributions made out to the Robert W. Long Memorial 
Fund, c/o Biology Department, University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 33620. 
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